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Futurists say we are headed for a day when
revolutionary medical technology will edge the doctor
out of the clinic. Not yet, say experts, as the most
intelligent machine still needs to be guided

Malathy lyer | TNN

~N eriatric care is not a depressing
affair for 50 of the 70-plus senior
citizens in Mumbai’s north-west-
ernsuburbs. Rather it has an excit-
ing technological edge to it. They are en-
rolled in a pilot project with Nanavati Hos-
pital's telemedicine programme which al-
lows doctors to remote-monitor their health.
From pulse rate to ECG to lung function,
their vital parameters are transmitted in
real time, thanks to a made-in-India kit that
costs Rs 1.25 lakh.

Tech is, it would appear. in a takeover
mode in the field of medicine. The first thing
you acquire in hospitals these days is a
smart card. It's essentially your file number
in an electronic avatar, allowing the hospi-
tals and their doctors to instantly recall vour
medical history at a future date. At special-
ty clinics, you are likely to be handed a com-
puter tablet to browse through health infor-
mation before meeting the doctor,

Mobile-based healthcare apps that allow
people to keep tabs on their body are already
in use — these can monitor fertility. map
distance walked or calories burnt. But the
tech revolution that is likely tounfold in the
next five years is even more exciting.

Heart surgeon Pavan Kumar who heads
the telemedicine centre in Nanavati Hospital
says heart care will see huge changes in the
coming vears. ‘At present, we give clot-bust-
ing medicine that is disbursed throughout
the body, but we will soon have nano-robots
that will deliver medicines specifically to
the site " he savs

medical use possible. Suchdevices, the doe-
tor believes, can change the rural healthcare
setup in India.

Experts feel the march of technology
will change medicine forever. At the side-
lights of the NASSCOM meeting last Sep-
temberin New Delhi, Silicon Valley venture
capitalist Vinod Khesla painted one such
futuristic scenario: “I believe we don’t need
80% of the doctors; technologies will take
over many of the tasks.” A lot of what he
predictsisalready happening — from meas-

Experts say that India is
in a position to do to
medical technology

what it did to generic
medicines: provide easy
and cost-effective
solutions for the masses

uring a patient’s vital parameters to per-
forming a prostrate removal surgery using
a robotic arm.

Inthe US, telemedicine is already at work
monitoring those who cannot easily access
medical services: for example, a driver ona
remote highway Closer home, a tie-up be-
tween Fortis Hospitals and GE Healthcare
since July, 2012, manages critically ill pa-
tients in Raipur and Dehradun through an
electronic remote monitoring programme
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mours. An MRI machine fitted in some hos-
pitals in India uses ultrasound to remove
fibroids from uteruses. CT scanners already
help perform some of the most difficult can-
cer and neuro procedures. Body sensors are
already here.

But experts maintain that technology can
only remain a tool for doctors, II'T-Bombay’s
Dr Jayesh Bellare, who has been working on
developing nano-particles for use in medi-
cine, says a doctor is still needed to handle
and direct technology. Cardiologist Sandip
Rane who, in collaboration with II'T-Bombay,
developed ECG monitoring using mobile
phones in 2008, says technology can make
medicine more accurate but not quite re-
place the docton:

Dr Rajiv Doshi, the Stanford University
doctor listed among scientists who can
change the world, concurs. “Technology
has the potential to significantly improve
the practice of medicine. Specifically. tech-
nology will lead to increased awareness
about many medical conditions, facilitate
more rapid diagnosis and lead to the devel-
opment of less invasive and safer treat-
ments,”” says Dr Doshi who has recently
invented a device to help those suffering
from sleep apnea.

Experts say that India is in a position to
do to medical technology what it did to ge-
neric medicines: provide easy and cost-ef-
fective solutions. “In the US, there has been
an explosion of medical technology over the
past three decades which seems to parallel
adramatic increase in prices for these tech-
nologies. I feel that in the Indian context,
there is an opportunity to create cost-effec-
tive medical devices for the masses,” says
Dr Doshi. who heads the Stanford-India Bi-
odesign programme, a collaboration be-
tween Stanford University and the Govern-
ment of India. The programme has devel-
oped low cost, reusable hearing screening
device for infants.

What technologv can do is to offer the




Last Septem I:uer Dr.Js F.a]ln.u'nar used
Google Glass to live transmit a surgery he
was performing at the Lifeline Hospital in
Chennai. Google Glass has a voice-control-
led. wi-fienabled computer that malkes such

callad CritiNext.

Can doctors truly become redundant in
future as Khosla suggests? Trials are on in
the West touse nano-robots to deliver medi-
cines to the most inacces=sible of brain tu-
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t was a meeting to explore an aca-

demic partmership. While the Wiki-

pedia editor made his pitch, the

vice-chancellor submitted a pen

drive with his bio and a request.

Could the expert write anice arti-
cle about him on Wikipedia, asked the
academician? At the first hint of deal-
making, the editor said that he wrote
only abeut people and subjects that he
was interested in. The vice-chancellor
‘was crestfallen, and the partnership had
an early death.

“My friends were offered hefty sala-
ries tojoin a political party’s campaign
recently They didn't take it up,” says the
Bangalore-based editor. Another Wiki-
pedia writer says he has been saying mo”
every other day to at least two corporates
wanting ajazzed up page and offering to
pay for it.

For every such marketing opportu-
nity that is turned away, there are sev-
eral paid writingoptions that are lapped
up by freelance writers and social media
marketing agencies. What their clients
— who comprise mainly seasoned busi-
nessmen, celebrities, garage entrepre-
neurs and a few politicians — are looking
for is a seemingly unbiased article in
Wikipedia, the world’s largest online
encyclopaedia run by voluntesrs,

In early December, EA Barbour, who
is researching paid editing on Wikipe-
dia, alleged thata Wiki editor manipu-
lated data posted on the Wiki pageof a
Delhi -based business school tokeep out
negative information about the mstitute
from the years 2010 to 2012. The blog
post, titled ‘Indian Fakers Teach Wiki

PR’, alleges that the editor used his
knowledge of Wikipedia's policy to re-
move unfavourable reports about the
business school.

Even before the post came out, the
izsue was heatedly debated by Wiki edi-
tors, who are users that post regularly
on the site and determine its content
through popular opinion. As a result,
information edited out of the ‘Controver-
sies’ section on the B-school's Wiki page
‘was more or less reinstated.

Most social media agencies admit
they work on Wiki requests as part of
their Online Reputation Management
packages which cost anywhere from Rs
50,000 to Rs 35 lakh a month. A few out-
sourece Wiki work to experts but most
rely on m-house teams. “When we ask
Wiki editors for help, some refuse as
their entries aren't drven by clients, but
by their own interests. Some take up the
assignment,” says Sorav Jain, CEO of
Chennai-based online marketing com-
pany EchoVme, whoss
clients include IT com-
panies and spiritual
organizations. Howev.
er, he denies ever pay-
ing an editor. Punit
Pahuja, CEO of digital
media marketing firm
Webenza, says several
clients approach the
agency for help in -
creasing their social media presence. “A
small percentage of them do insist on
Wiki articles,” he says, adding that it's
still a nascent practice in India.

Wil editors this paper spole toclaim
they are directly approached by clients
willing to pay for their Wikientries to be

Money can buy Facebook likes, Twitter followers
and YouTihe viewers. Now, digital agencies
and editors reveal Indian clients are paying

to have their Wikipedia pages airbrushed

HT Kolkata
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priceless opportunity for less trained
healtheare providers to perform more so-
phisticated functions, Given the global
acarcity of doctors, technology couldn't
have provided a better solution.

managed. Some say they get feelers from
acquaintancesor requests via Twitter. A
Tamil Nadu-based entrepreneur, who
had just discovered this ‘amazing’ prod.
uct that prevents hair fall, wanted to
Jmow how to use Wiki to market it even
before setting up operations in India.
“When we told him that the brand had to
prove its worth before being written
about, the businessman got upset, saying
Wiki is a platform to showcase regular
people like him,” says an editor.
Internationally too, Wikipedia has
been roiled with eontroversy. On January
9, Wikimedia Foundation, the non-profit
which runs Wikipedia, fired itsemployee
and long-time Wikipedian Sarah Stierch
for apparently doing paid editing. This
oonfroversy comes in the walke of the vol-
unteer editors uncovering a major ring
of “sock puppets,” or bogus user accounts
that were allegedly used to edit articles
on behalf of paying clients. The accounts
were shut down, and the Texas based PR
firm which was reportedly
behind the manipulation
warned in November 2013,
Digital marketing agen.
cies agree that it is tough
to get biased or insuffi-
clently researched articles
or updates past the sharp
gaze of admins (Wikipe-
dia’s core group of edi.
tors). “I have got requests
to update pages for people after they have
won awards. But if the information
hasn't been published in credible news
organisations, the edit won't get ap-
proved (by Wiki editors),” says Adhvith
Dhuddu, CEO and founder of Bangalore-
based soceial media agency AliveNow

Kejriwal may attend lIT-K
meet on January 17

KOLKATA: The alumni meet of the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Kharagpur (1IT-K) beginning on Jan-
vary 17 may be attended by Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
graduated in mechanical engineer-
ing from the institute in 1989, the
alumni cell of the institute said on

Saturday.

IANS

whese clients nclude actors, politicians
and sportspecple. “The few times we
posted or updated an existing poston the
insistenceof clients, the work was taken
down by senior editors in a few hours,”
claims Dhuddu, adding that even the
language used on the site is being moni-
tored by editors whostress on astyle that
is impersonal rather than promotional.

THE SOCK PUPPET
PROBLEM

Sock puppets, or fake identities,
are sometimes used to praise, defend
OF SUpport a person or organisation
or to circumvent a suspension or ban
from a website. Unlike a pseudonym,
a sock puppet poses as an
dent third-party
with the puppeteer who has created
himy/her to garner support for his
cause. While investigating the Wiki-
PR case, Wikimedia Foundation came
down hard on their practice
of creating sock puppets.

The community’s rigour is why dig-
ital agencies and Wiki editors both
‘believe blatant violations areunlikely to
become commonplace on Wikipedia.
About the IIPM controversy, Wikimedia
Foundation's spokesperson Jay Walsh
says, “It's the role of the volunteer edit-
ing community tomanage the article and
malke any changes. It's also a Wikipedia
article, which means it's going to be a
work in progress.”
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India needs inclusive growth: Pitroda

UPTU CONVOCATION Calls upon techies to use Indian model for development, says western formula not suitable
UPTU to simplify
admission process
from next session

HT Correspondent

w homgroersdekShnd sretimescom

LUCKNOW: National Innovation
Council chairman Sam Pitroda,
72, said here on Saturday that
development in the Indian way,
low cost and affordable, was essen-
tial for sustainable and scalable
solutions of public problems.
Addressing the passing out
students at the 11th convoca-
tion of Uttar Pradesh Technical
University, Pitroda called upon
the techies to be innovative and
think differently for the country’s
development by usingonly Indian
models because the western pat-
tern was not asolution to address
the problems of India. Pitroda
sald, “If wefocuson innovation in
we will be able to
find solutions that are affordable,
scalable and sustainable. India
needs inclusive growth.”
Pltroda, who isalso the adviser
to the Prime Minister on public
information infrastructure and
Innovations, said, “Western
technologies and fdeologles will
not apply to India's growth. We
need to focus on the bottom of
the pyramid and create our own
maodel that is affordable, sustain-
able and scalable. The western
model is not scalable and work-
able in many ways. We need to
innovate in our way,” he said.
The government had invested R
1lakh crove for creating a public
information infrastructure and it
could “transform India,” hesaid .
“Efforts are on to connect
around 2.5 lakh panchayats
by optical fibre in the next two
years. Universities across India
will also be connected with this.
And with 4G technology coming
into play, Internet penetration in
the country is bound to Increase.

Access to information will help in
the transformation of the coun-
try,” he sald.

On education and its purpose

Pitroda sald, “To me education
s ananswer to many problems. It
has the potential toliberate people
from poverty, empower the people,
teach discipline and bring about
creativity It isall about work and
most iImportantly helps you tobea
good human being." He asked stu-
dents to bulld their own character
before taking the responsibility of
building the nation. Only a per-
son with a good character could
butld the nation, he said, adding
that knowledge led to concept,
creation, application and services,

CHALLENGES BEFORE US
“India today faces a mas-
sive challenge of expansion of
higher education, More univer-
sities and colleges are required
to cater to a vast population.
Between 25 to 30% students
have access to higher education.
This percentage has to increase
if India is todevelop. In the 11th
five year plan, the government
of Indiahad increased the budg-
etary provision for education
sector. Not just education but
quality and equity In education
is essential so that the poorest
of the poor can pursue higher
studies,” Pitroda said,

POOR MOBILE SERVICES

“The telecom companies are to
be blamed forallof this. Thecrav-
ing to mint money and increase
profitability isso high that they do
not invest adequately insettingup
Infrastructure. So there s a con-
nectivity problem. If they spend
enough on network and boosting
infrastructure, there will be no
problem”™,

= Jubilant studk lebrate after

iving their degrees and (below) Governor BL Joshi and Sam Pitroda

awarding a degree to a student during the 1ith UPTU convocation.

RTI 1S THERE BUT WHERE
IS THE INFORMATION?
“The government of India has
armed people with the Right to
Information. But those in power
are not willing to pass on or share

even the public information and
offer the plea that it Is a govern-
ment file, For me, all discussions,
decisjons and deliberations of the
planning commission should
be made public because it is all

ASHOK DUTTA/HT PHOTO

BOFORS, CORRUPTION |
CHARGES ALL BOGUS

Showering praises on fate Prime
Minister Ryjeev Gand™, Sam
Pitroda desanbed the Bofors
scem end other cormuption alle-
gations as nathing but “fabricat-
od reports’ that cost the

Congress the 1989 clections. ‘

Pitroda said even today there
was a campaign to discredit the
UPA_ "The govt laid emphasis
on education, but these things
never get highlighted because in
India, corruption sells like any-
thing,” he said.

publicrelated and publicorfented
work. There §s a cultural problem
among government officers of
sharing Information with public.
All information is not confiden-
tial,” Pltroda said.

LUCKNOW: UP Technical
University vice-chancellor RK
Khandal on Saturday promised
that the process of admission
would be further simplified
from the next academic session
and the schedule prepared in
such a manner that students
find the whole exercise, from
fiiling the applications till coun-
selling, easy.

“We must give enough time
for institutions to fill the vacant
seats at ther level and this year.
we will ensure it. Whatever the
factors causing delay. the aim
would be to eliminate them
this year. The institutes will
be involved in the whole proc-
ess from the beginning itself
and their capaclty would be
utilised at all stages of admis-
sion.” According to the V-C, the
complete plan of action would
be ready by end of January.
Governor BL Josh underlined
the Importance of the positive
role that must be plaved by
graduating students for the
development of the nation.

Meritorious students, who
received medals from National
Innovation Council chairman
Sam Pitroda couldn’t stop smfl-
ing. They also learnt life lessons
from the renowned business-
man and policy advisor Sam
Pitroda, who spoke about how
they could serve the nation
and soclety now that they

ACCORDING TO THE V-C,
THE COMPLETE PLAN Ol
ACTION FOR THE MOVE
WOULD BE READY BY

P

were armed with engineerin
degrees. With the universit
conferring the Honorfs Caus
D Sc degree on Pitroda, he to
became, In theory, an alumnu
of the university and the
medallists eagerly posed for
plcture with him as they wer
called on stage one last time,
State minister for technic:
education Ram Sakal Guja
listed the achievements of th
state government, including di
tributlon of laptops of class 1
passouts in the state.
Inafirstofits-Kind initiatiy
the UPTU this time introduce
Quick Response (QR) cod
alongside the usual bar cod
on degrees given away to st
dents. The QR code has detalle
yearwise marks obtained by th
students in an encrypted form:
that can be decoded and rea
with the help of a scannin
device, like mobile phones.
UPTU officials safd puttin
marks in the form of QR code
on degrees would help prever
tampering. The degree holder
welcomed this move,
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HRD minister Pallam Raju inaugurates IUC in Kakinada
Press Trust of India | Rajahmundry (AP) January 12, 2014 Last Updated at 21:15 IST

Stressing that Centre is committed toward providing quality education, Union HRD Minister M M Pallam Raju
today said Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abihyan (RUSA) for higher education, will spread over two plan
periods.

"We are in second year of the 12th five year plan. The government is taking all necessary steps to provide
quality education to all the youngsters in the country,”" Raju said after inaugurating the Inter University Centre
for Teachers Education (IUC), at Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University (JNTU) at Kakinada near here.
Kakinada is Lok Sabha constituency of Pallam Raju.

The Kakinada IUC is fourth such entity functioning within the university system in the country.

"For first time in the country, UGC has sanctioned Rs 150 crore for setting up IUC at INTU in Andhra
Pradesh,” Raju said.

The minister informed that after setting up Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, the government is planning a Urdu
commission for development of that language.

"Around 95 per cent of higher education in the country is being brought under RUSA," Raju informed.

RUSA, a Rs 90,000 crore flagship scheme for higher education, was approved by Cabinet last year. The scheme
will focus on state higher educational institutions and pave the way for far reaching reforms at the state level.

A total of 316 state public universities and 13,024 colleges will be covered under RUSA.
Addressing the gathering, UGC chairman Ved Prakash said various steps were being taken under RUSA.

National Council for Teachers Education (NCTE) Chairman Santosh Pandey said a staggering 95 per cent of
teachers appearing for eligibility test are failing to clear it due to lack of training centres.

"IUC will help them by imparting modern techniques in education,” he said.

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/hrd-minister-pallam-raju-inaugurates-iuc-in-kakinada-
114011200772_1.html
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Indian Institute of Management,
Calcutta
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AICTE was meant to co-ordinate, never control

While the education fraternity furiously debates over the fate of AICTE, PaGaLGuY managed to speak
to none other than the Father of AICTE, Prof Ashok Chandra. The founding director of IIML and also a
former Special Secretary to Indian government, Prof Chandra drafted the whole AICTE Act. At one
time, the entire higher education system was in his hands. Besides, holding various important positions at
the Centre and on missions abroad, he has over 100 publications to his credit.

Below, in a 3-part series, Prof Chandra tells us everything we ever wanted to know about AICTE — obviously,
since he created it.

The recent SC judgement goes against AICTE?

Technical education defined under section 2 (g) does include management. Unless the Act is modified
‘management’ will be part of technical education. Nature of management education has nothing to do with the
statutory position. Co-ordination of technical education at all levels is the responsibility of the AICTE under the
Act. Elsewhere also the ACT speaks of coordinated development of technical and management education.

However, coordination does not mean control.
How does UGC then come into the picture?

Section 2 (h), defines technical institutions. This specifically excludes universities. Therefore universities and
affiliated colleges are not ‘technical institutions, under the control of the AICTE. AICTE can provide
guidelines, norms, standards , but these have to be enforced by the University and/or the UGC. Both UGC and
AICTE were set up under the same provision laid under the Union List, entry 66, which provides for co-
ordination and maintenance of standards of higher education and research in the country.

Is AICTE a stronger body than the UGC?

AICTE Act does not supersede the UGC Act and does not take away their powers, but it does have the
responsibility to ‘co-ordinate’ technical education throughout the country wherever that may lie, just as, say, in
the case of medical education and the role of the Medical Council. For facilitating co-ordination, UGC is
represented on the AICTE through its Chairman. MoUs were developed with Pharmacy Council, and Council of
Architecture so that they worked with the AICTE in their respective areas and helped achieve AICTE’s
statutory responsibility of co-ordination and maintenance of standards. AICTE can cause inspection of
institutions of technical education but in co-ordination and consultation with the University and the UGC, and
can only make recommendations to them for appropriate action.

So AICTE has the powers to approve new institutes?

Section 10 (K) provides AICTE authority for approval of ‘new technical institutions’ and ‘new courses’ in
‘consultation with concerned agencies.” By definition of technical institution in section 2(h) university
‘approval’ for establishment of new technical education institutions under the UGC’ are ruled out, but ‘co-
ordination’ is not, and AICTE can provide ‘norms and standards’ even for these institutions. The UGC can then
enforce those standards in institutions in its own domain.The same logic was responsible for AICTE and UGC
setting up separate NBA and NAAC respectively.- Prof Ashok Chandra

http://www.pagalguy.com/news/aicte-meant-co-ordinate-not-control-says-prof-a-18528275/
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Students exhibit talent at 11 T-Kanpur

TNN | Jan 13, 2014, 04.47 AM IST

KANPUR: On the third day of Vivekanada Youth Leadership Convention at 11 T-Kanpur on Sunday,
competitions were held for students in the age group 13-18 years. The event began at 10 am and
continued till 3 pm. A variety of contests were held to test the intelligence of the students.

A poster making competition was held, which helped the participants to display their artistic talent and
creativity. The youngsters made posters on 'l dream..." and 'Repairing earth’. Ruchi and Jayant Dubey
from Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kanpur Cantt bagged the first prize.

Essay writing tested the literary skills of the students and conveyed that a pen can be mightier than a
sword.

Vaishali Shukla from Prabhat Senior Secondary School won the best essay prize among several write-ups
that were submitted on "My vision for India 2030 and 'Truth is courage’.

Orators like Raghav Trivedi from Jai Narayan Inter College and others got the platform through the
extempore competition with a realisation that spontaneity, confidence and ides can stir any audience.
Raghav bagged the first prize.

Hari Om Pandey from Kendriya Vidyalaya, 11T-K won the quiz competition.

The subject of the quiz was Indian culture and heritage. Caption writing competition was held for all
who came to participate to teach them to form opinions, interpret situations and uniquely express their
thoughts. Raghav Trivedi‘a caption emerged the best as he bagged the prize again.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Vivekanada-Youth-Leadership-Convention
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Vaishali-Shukla
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Prabhat-Senior-Secondary-School
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Jai-Narayan-Inter-College
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Hari-Om-Pandey

